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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of social capital and
personality traits (narcissism, socio-partisan and psychopathy) in predicting
subversive behaviors (demolition of public property) in adolescents.
Methodology The present study was a descriptive correlational study. The
statistical population of this research includes all male high school students in
Ardabil city during the academic year of 2017-2018, 200 of whom were selected
by random cluster sampling and were selected by the social capital questionnaire
(2005), Dark personality inventory (2010) and researcher-made subversive
behaviors (vandalism) questionnaire. Data were analyzed using correlation test
and multiple regression analysis. The results showed that there is a negative and
significant relationship between social capital and subversive behaviors, and
there is a positive and significant relationship between the dark personality of
narcissism and machoism with subversive behaviors. Also, the results of multiple
regression analysis showed that the linear combination of social capital and
personality traits (narcissism, socialization, and maxi-ilism) could predict %20 of
the variance of subversive behaviors in adolescents. Regarding the role of social
capital in reducing subversive behaviors and the direct and significant role of
dark-personality traits in predicting subversive behaviors in adolescents, it is
suggested to propose ways to strengthen social infrastructure for adolescents, as
well as adolescents with dark personality characteristics And prone to malicious
behaviors, to be trained.
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Introduction

The tendency to engage in risky behaviors is one of the most important health and psychosocial
issues in adolescence that most countries in the world face, and this leads to widespread
problems in societies (Pozuelo et al., 2022). Risky behaviors are one of the serious public health
threats that have been considered by health organizations, law enforcement, and social
policymakers as one of the most important problems in society in recent years, due to rapid
social changes (Shams Elahi and Jadidian, 2021).

One of the most widespread behavioral problems in childhood and adolescence is disruptive
behaviors, which, in addition to involving teachers and families, has also created many
problems (MC Cortney and Philips, 2008). Vandalism is behavior that is carried out with the
purpose of deliberately destroying public property, objects, and belongings, as well as
destroying and destroying works of art and being hostile to science, industry, and works of
civilization (Mirfardi et al., 2012). Vandalism occurs in different age and social groups, one of
the notable examples of which is the destructive behavior of adolescents (Kira and Ivan, 2021).

One of the factors that plays a preventive role in preventing behavioral problems and
destructive behaviors in adolescents is focusing on and strengthening the connection between
family and school, or in other words, creating social capital (Gamoran et al., 2012). Social capital
affects the health of members of society in various ways. The dark aspects of personality that have
been the focus of empirical and research attention in the last decade include the dark triad traits,
which consist of three personality traits: narcissism, sociopathy, and Machiavellianism (Yousefi
and Piri, 2016). These traits have been defined as a tendency to deceptive behaviors
(Machiavellianism), a sense of entitlement (narcissism), and impulsivity (psychopathy) (Womic et
al., 2019).

Several factors play a role in the occurrence of this phenomenon, including individual,
family, social, and economic factors. Some studies have pointed out the role of psychological
factors such as personality traits, mental illness, and living in families with criminal parents in
the emergence and emergence of destructive behaviors. It is worth noting that a combination of
factors play a role in the emergence of this phenomenon and a one-dimensional view does not
help to understand this phenomenon. Thus, considering the research gaps in this field and the
importance of addressing the psychological and social factors affecting destructive behaviors in
adolescents, the present study seeks to answer the question: Can social capital and dark
personality traits predict destructive behaviors (destructiveness of public property) in
adolescents?

Methodology

The present research method, in terms of its objectives and hypotheses, is an applied research
and a correlational research method. The statistical population of this research included all male
adolescents in the second year of high school in Ardabil in the academic year 2017-2018, from
whom 210 were selected by cluster random sampling and answered the research questionnaires.
Due to incomplete responses, 10 of the students in the study (all 4 were female) were excluded
from the analysis and the information obtained from 200 students was included in the final
analysis. In correlational research, 30 samples are sufficient for each variable, and considering
the variables studied in this study (4 variables in total), 120 samples are sufficient; However, to
increase the external validity of the study, 200 people were selected as a sample and answered
the Delaviz Social Capital Questionnaire (2005), Jonason and Webster's Dark Personality Traits
(2010), and the researcher-made Vandalism Behavior Questionnaire. The obtained data were
analyzed using SPSS.21 statistical software. Data analysis was performed in two parts. In the
descriptive part, indicators such as frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation were used. In the second part, Pearson's correlation test and multiple regression
analysis were used to test the research hypotheses.
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Result

As can be seen in Table 1, the standardized regression coefficients for social capital (P<0.01,
B=0.243, t=3.10) and the components of the dark personality traits of narcissism (P<0.01,
p=0.31, t=3.86) and Machiavellianism (P<0.05, p=-0.163, t=2.24) were able to predict the
destructive behaviors of adolescents in a positive and negative manner, respectively. Also, the
standardized regression coefficients of the dark trait of antisociality (P>0.05, p=0.18, t=1.24)
showed that this variable does not have a significant contribution in predicting the destructive
behaviors of adolescents. Finally, it can be said that the fourth hypothesis of the present study is
also confirmed. That is, the linear combination of social capital and dark personality traits has a
significant contribution in predicting adolescent disruptive behaviors.

Table 1. Standardized regression coefficients of social capital and dark personality traits in
predicting adolescent disruptive behavior

. . Regression Regression Significance
Predictor variables coefficients B SE coefficients f§ level
Social capital 0.16 0.05 0.243 3.10 0.002
) Narcissism 0.54 0.14 0.31 3.86 0.001
Subversive Ty 1 iavellianism -0.073 0.034 -0.163 2.24 0.03
behaviors

Psychopathy -0.43 0.19 0.18 1.24 0.21

Conclusions

The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the role of social capital and
personality traits in the destructive behaviors of adolescents in Ardabil city. The results of the
study showed that there is a relationship between social capital and the destructive behaviors of
adolescents. The above finding is consistent with the results of the research of Dinesen et al.
(2013) and Golchin and Heydari (2014). In explaining these findings, it can be said that by
looking at the theories related to social capital and its role in criminal behaviors such as Putnam
and Bourdieu's theory, it can be concluded that social capital plays a role in the occurrence of
criminal behavior in individuals. In other words, the higher the social capital of an individual
and the family and society can educate and increase the amount of social capital of adolescents,
the lower the incidence of destructive and vandalistic behaviors.

Another finding of the study showed that there is a relationship between dark personality
traits (narcissism) and disruptive behaviors in adolescents. This finding is consistent with the
results of Blinkhorn et al. (2016) and Barry et al. (2006). In explaining this finding, it can be
said that people with the narcissistic personality type have feelings of self-importance,
exaggeration of personal successes and talents, and the need to have their superiority confirmed
by others, a preoccupation with dreams of success, a feeling of unlimited power and beauty, a
feeling that only high-ranking or special people can realize their exceptionality and uniqueness,
a need for excessive admiration and attention, a feeling of entitlement, an expectation of others
to treat them appropriately and completely comply with their wishes, a lack of empathy for the
needs or feelings of others, abuse and exploitation of them, a sense of perfection and self-
righteousness, and these personality traits provide the basis for abuse of others and destructive
behaviors. People with this personality type are prone to destructive behaviors.

The results of the Pearson correlation test showed that there is a relationship between dark
personality traits (Machiavellianism) and destructive behaviors of adolescents. The results of
this study are consistent with the findings of Geng et al. (2016) and Lang and Birkas (2014).
Machiavellianism is described as a personality trait with attitudes of suspicion and distrust and
inability to recognize the emotions of others, ambition, lying, enslaving others and sabotage.
One of the main components of this personality trait is vandalism. These people are potentially
destructive. In this regard, and within the framework of Eysenck's theory, the most severe
category of antisocial adolescents are adolescents who have high psychopathic traits
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(impulsivity, alienation and impatience), experience high negative affect (high aggression and
high reactivity to stress), but have low agreeableness personality traits. Therefore, it can be said
that the sum of these three dark personality traits with negative characteristics hidden within
them provides the necessary conditions for the emergence of destructive behaviors in
individuals, especially in adolescents (Mikaeili and Salmani, 2021).
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